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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see pages 11-17, filed 3 February 2005, with respect to 
the rejection(s)of claim(s) 1-6, 8-12, and 14-37 under 35 USC 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nelson (USP 5,710,605) and claims 7 and 13 under 35 USC 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Nelson in view of Straub (USP 6,216,141) have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Allport (USP 6,097,441), cited by examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-12 and 14-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Allport (USP 6,097,441 ), cited by examiner. 

The Allport patent number 6,097,441 (hereinafter, the 441 reference) 



incorporates by reference Allport patent number 6,104,334 (hereinafter, the 334 
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reference) and will be partially relief upon for the following rejections (mainly for the 
specifics of the remote control display and functionality). 

Regarding claim 1 , the claimed "remote control device for an interactive 
television system" is met as follows: 

• The claimed "display device" is met by display 15 of Remote Control 10 
[441 reference, Fig. 1 & col. 6, line 8]. 

• The claimed "web browser to access a web site including television 
program schedule information" is met by the parsing software 10 for 
parsing and displaying HTML Web pages on the remote control display 15 
[441 reference, col. 6, lines 49-54]. The claim that the web site includes 
television program schedule information is met by the 334 reference, 
wherein Allport discloses a list of programs being browsed and selected 
based on time, channel, duration, and description [334 reference, col. 6, 
lines 5-13]. 

• The claimed "wireless receiver to receive the television program schedule 
information from the web site for display on the display device using the 
web browser" is met by the 441 reference, wherein the remote control of 
Figure 4 receives data streams from base station through RF antenna 280 
to create Decoded HTML Data 305 and output that HTML data to the LCD 
Display 380 [441 reference, col. 9, lines 28-31], using the parsing software 
10 (web browser) to display the HTML data [441 reference, col. 6, lines 
49-54], 
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Regarding claim 2, the claimed "device of claim 1, further comprising a processor 
integrated with the remote control to generate an electronic programming guide from the 
television program schedule information to display on the display device" is met by the 
334 reference, wherein Allport discloses a list of programs being browsed and selected 
based on time, channel, duration, and description [334 reference, col. 6, lines 5-13]. 
The claimed processor used in this process is pictured in Figure 18 by element number 
605. 

Regarding claim 3, the claimed "electronic programming guide comprises at least 
one indication of a television program" is met by the selection of the desired program as 
discussed in the 334 reference, column 6, line 10. The further claimed "wireless 
transmitter integrated with the remote to transmit a control signal to the interactive 
television system in response to a user selection of a television program from the 
electronic programming guide" is met by the IR commands to effect the playing of a 
program selected by the consumer [334 reference, col. 6, lines 2-5]. 

Regarding claim 4, the claimed "device of claim 3 wherein the control signal is 
configured to cause a television to display the selected television program" is met by the 
playing of the program upon selection by the consumer [334 reference, col. 6, lines 2-5]. 

Regarding claim 5, the claimed "device of claim 1 wherein the interactive 
television system includes a set top box, the wireless receiver integrated with the 
remote control capable to receive the television program information from the set top 
box" is met by the base station unit 75 of the 441 reference. The base station unit 75 
serves as a set top box for the interactive television system. The RF antenna 280 of 
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Figure 4 illustrates the ability to receive data streams from the base station. The remote 
control 10 needs only to have the capability of receiving and displaying complex data 
streams [441 reference, col. 9, lines 28-31]. The base station unit downloads the 
television program information and relays it to the remote control for display and 
selection by the consumer [334 reference, col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, line 13]. 

Regarding claim 6, the claimed "device of claim 1 , wherein the remote control is 
coupleable to a network, the remote control capable to receive television program 
schedule information from the network" is met by the 441 reference, wherein Figure 2 
shows the remote control unit 10 coupled to the Internet 95 through base station unit 75. 
The fact that the remote control receives television program schedule information from 
the Internet is met by the 334 reference, wherein the remote control can interact with 
and gather data from the Internet (data including program listings in HTML format) [334 
reference, col. 5, lines 50-53]. 

Regarding claim 7, the claimed "device of claim 6, wherein the network 
comprises an Internet, and wherein the television program schedule information is 
received by the remote control from a web site on the Internet" is met by the Internet 95 
pictured in Figure 2 of the 441 reference and the ability for the remote control to access 
new web sites on the internet, in which case the base station 75 would access the data 
95 and transmit it to the remote control [441 reference, col. 10, lines 62-65]. 

Regarding claim 8, the claimed "device of claim 6, wherein the display device 
comprises part of a computer" is met by the LCD display 380 of the remote control 
pictured in Figure 4 of the 441 reference. 
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Regarding claim 9, the claimed "device of claim 6, wherein the remote control 
further comprises an intermediary unit to transcode the television program schedule 
information received from the network from one format to another format" is met by the 
integrated software of the remote control, which is used to correspond program 
description information with the appropriate IR commands to be sent to the television. 
Downloaded schedules can be associated (transcoded) with proper IR command 
sequences using the integrated software [334 reference, col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, line 13]. 

Regarding claim 10, the claimed "device of claim 9 wherein the intermediary unit 
is capable to add action control computer code to the television program schedule 
information, as part of the transcoding from one format to another format" is met by the 
addition and associated of the IR commands with the program description information. 
The separately downloaded information (IR Commands) is added to the schedule 
information during the transcoding phase discussed above using the integrated software 
[334 reference, col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, line 13]. The IR commands are added to the 
schedule information so that when a user clicks a program description at the remote 
control, the remote is able to take action and send the appropriate IR commands to the 
television. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the claimed "device of claim 10, wherein the remote control 
includes control buttons, and wherein activation of one of the control buttons actives the 
action control computer code added to the television program schedule information" is 
met by the selection of the corresponding function key, button, or other area of the 
display for carrying out the associated IR commands [334 reference, col. 6, lines 10-13]. 
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Regarding claim 12, the claimed "device of claim 1 1 , wherein activation of the 
action control computer code triggers generation of a corresponding signal for a control 
activity, the remote control further including a transmitter integrated therewith to transmit 
the generated signal" is met by the transmission of the associated IR command to the 
device being controlled [334 reference, col. 6, lines 2-5]. 

Regarding claim 14, the claimed "device of claim 9, wherein the intermediary unit 
is further capable to remove or add information to the television program schedule 
information received from the network, as part of the transcoding from one format to 
another format" is met by the addition and associated of the IR commands with the 
program description information. The separately downloaded information (IR 
Commands) is added to the schedule information during the transcoding phase 
discussed above using the integrated software [334 reference, col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, 
line 13]. The IR commands are added to the schedule information so that when a user 
clicks a program description at the remote control, the remote is able to take action and 
send the appropriate IR commands to the television. 

Regarding claim 15, the claimed "device of claim 9 wherein the intermediary unit 
is capable to reformat one of a content, color, text font, layout, organization, or parental 
control feature of the television program schedule information received from the 
network, as part of the transcoding from one format to another format" is met by the 441 
reference, which makes reference to the same buttons as discussed in the 334 
reference in column 6, lines 10-13. The buttons can be used to control the size of text 
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data, scrolling of text, or swapping of programs showed on the two displays [441 
reference, col. 8, lines 1-4]. 

Regarding claim 16, the claimed "device of claim 6 further comprising a 
transceiver unit communicatively coupleable to the remote control, the remote control 
including a transmitter integrated therewith to send signals to the transceiver unit, the 
signals corresponding to action controls invoked on the television program schedule 
information received from the network" is met by the IrDA port 645 [334 reference, 
Figure 18], which serves to send and receive data [334 reference, col. 27, lines 41-51]. 
The data that is sent consists of the IR commands for commanding the device being 
controlled by the consumer based on schedule information [334 reference, col. 6, lines 
2-5]. 

Regarding claim 17, the claimed "device of claim 9, wherein the web browser in 
the remote control is to display the television program schedule, which is received from 
the network and transcoded by the intermediary unit, as an electronic program guide on 
the display device" is met by the parsing software 10 for parsing and displaying HTML 
Web pages on the remote control display 15 [441 reference, col. 6, lines 49-54] and the 
integrated software of the remote control, which is used to correspond program 
description information with the appropriate IR commands to be sent to the television. 
Downloaded schedules can be associated (transcoded) with proper IR command 
sequences using the integrated software [334 reference, col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, line 13]. 

Regarding claim 18, the claimed "apparatus" is met as follows: 
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• The claimed "remote control for an interactive television system, the 
remote control including a web browser" is met by the parsing software 10 
for parsing and displaying HTML Web pages on the remote control display 
15 [441 reference, col. 6, lines 49-54]. 

• The claimed "intermediary unit integrated with the remote control to 
receive information sent between the web browser and a network" is met 
by the integrated software of the remote control, which is used to 
correspond program description information with the appropriate IR 
commands to be sent to the television. Downloaded schedules can be 
associated (transcoded) with proper IR command sequences using the 
integrated software [334 reference, col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, line 13]. 

• The claimed "display device integrated with the remote control to display 
television program schedule information obtainable by the intermediary 
unit from the network" is met by display 15 of Remote Control 10 [441 
reference, Fig. 1 & col. 6, line 8], which serves to display schedule 
information on the remote control [334 reference, col. 5, lines 59-62]. 

• The claim that the "intermediary unit capable to modify the obtained 
television program schedule information to add controls corresponding 
thereto prior to display of the modified television program schedule 
information on the display device by the web browser" is met by the 
addition and associated of the IR commands with the program description 
information. The separately downloaded information (IR Commands) is 
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added to the schedule information during the transcoding phase discussed 
above using the integrated software [334 reference, col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, 
line 13]. The IR commands are added to the schedule information so that 
when a user clicks a program description at the remote control, the remote 
is able to take action and send the appropriate IR commands to the 
television. 

Regarding claim 19, the claimed "apparatus of claim 18, wherein the remote 
control comprises a computer" is met by the remote control as pictured in Figure 4 of 
the 441 reference, which has all of the parts necessary to classify it as a computer. 

Regarding claim 20, the claimed "apparatus of claim 18, wherein the remote 
control comprises a wireless device" is met by the remote control as pictures in Figure 4 
of the 441 reference, which is a wireless device. 

Regarding claim 21, the claimed "control buttons integrated with the remote 
control, wherein modification of the obtained television program schedule information to 
add controls corresponding thereto includes transcoding to add action control computer 
code responsive to the control buttons, wherein activation of one of the control buttons 
triggers activation of the action control computer code" is met by the selection of the 
corresponding function key, button, or other area of the display for carrying out the 
associated IR commands [334 reference, col. 6, lines 10-13]. 

Regarding claim 22, the claimed "transmitter integrated with the remote control, 
wherein activation of the action control computer code triggers transmission of a 
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corresponding signal from the transmitter" is met by the transmission of the associated 
IR command to the device being controlled [334 reference, col. 6, lines 2-5]. 

Regarding claim 23, the claimed "apparatus of claim 18, wherein the intermediary 
unit is further capable to modify a request sent from the web browser to the network" is 
met by the requests from the remote control to the base station such as channel surfing, 
swapping displays, and internet browsing [441 reference, col. 10, lines 49-65]. 

Regarding claim 24, the claimed "system" is met as follows: 

• The claimed "set top box for an interactive television system" is met by the 
base station unit 75 of the 441 reference. The base station unit 75 serves 
as a set top box for the interactive television system 

• The claimed "remote control for the set top box, the remote control 
including a web browser" is met by the parsing software 10 for parsing and 
displaying HTML Web pages on the remote control display 15 [441 
reference, col. 6, lines 49-54]. 

• The claimed "intermediary unit coupled between a network and the remote 
control to receive information sent between the web browser and the 
network" is met by the integrated software of the remote control, which is 
used to correspond program description information with the appropriate 
IR commands to be sent to the television. Downloaded schedules can be 
associated (transcoded) with proper IR command sequences using the 
integrated software [334 reference, col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, line 13]. 
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• The claimed "display device integrated with the remote control to display 
television program schedule information obtainable by the intermediary 
unit from the network, the intermediary unit capable to modify the obtained 
television program schedule information to add controls corresponding 
thereto prior to display of the modified television program schedule 
information on the display device by the browser, wherein activation of 
one of the controls added to the television program schedule information 
is capable to result in transmission of a corresponding signal from the 
remote control to the set top box" is met by the addition and associated of 
the IR commands with the program description information. The 
separately downloaded information (IR Commands) are added to the 
schedule information during the transcoding phase discussed above using 
the integrated software [334 reference, col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, line 13]. 
The IR commands are added to the schedule information so that when a 
user clicks a program description at the remote control, the remote is able 
to take action and send the appropriate IR commands to the television. 
Regarding claim 25, the claimed "transceiver unit communicatively couple-able 
between the remote control unit and the set top box, wherein the signal is capable of 
being transmitted from the remote control to the set top box via the transceiver unit" is 
met by the IrDA port 645 [334 reference, Figure 18], which serves to send and receive 
data [334 reference, col. 27, lines 41-51]. The data that is sent consists of the IR 
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commands for commanding the device being controlled by the consumer based on 
schedule information [334 reference, col. 6, lines 2-5]. 

Regarding claim 26, the claimed "system of claim 24, wherein activation of 
another one of the controls is capable to result in transmission of another signal from 
the remote control to a device different from the set top box" is met by the mention of 
the ability to control multiple devices with the one remote [334 reference, col. 6, line 3]. 

Regarding claim 27, the claimed "system of claim 24, wherein modification of the 
obtained television program schedule information include use of a transcoding 
technique by the intermediary unit to add action control computer code to the schedule 
information" is met by the addition and associated of the IR commands with the program 
description information. The separately downloaded information (IR Commands) is 
added to the schedule information during the transcoding phase discussed above using 
the integrated software [334 reference, col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, line 13]. The IR 
commands are added to the schedule information so that when a user clicks a program 
description at the remote control, the remote is able to take action and send the 
appropriate IR commands to the television. 

Regarding method claimed 28-33 and article of manufacture claims 34-37, see 
the above rejections where steps are accomplished using the above-mentioned 
devices. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Allport 
(USP 6,097,441), cited by examiner. 

Regarding claim 13, the Allport reference teaches all of that which is discussed 
above with regards to claim 10. The Allport reference further teaches, "television 
program schedule information comprises part of a hypertext markup language (HTML) 
page" in column 6, lines 49-54 of the 441 reference. Allport further discloses the action 
control computer code as discussed above with reference to column 5, line 50 - column 

6. line 13 of the 334 reference. Allport does not, however, expressly disclose that this 
action control computer code comprises JavaScript. The examiner takes Official Notice 
that it is notoriously well known in the art to use JavaScript as a way to execute control 
computer code. JavaScript is very frequently integrated into HTML web sites and is 
used as a means of accomplishing computer tasks. The use of JavaScript as the 
control computer code would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention in order to utilize a frequently used programming language that is 
easily integrated into HTML documents and can be used to accomplished often difficult 
tasks. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael R. Shannon who can be reached at (571) 272- 
7356 or Michael.Shannon@uspto.gov. The examiner can normally be reached by 
phone Monday through Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00PM, with alternate Friday's off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller, can be reached at (571 ) 272-7353. 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) 
as follows: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Effective January 14, 2005, except correspondence for Maintenance Fee 

payments, Deposit Account Replenishments (see 1 .25(c)(4)), and Licensing and 

Review (see 37 CFR 5.1(c) and 5.2(c)), please address correspondence to be delivered 

by other delivery services (Federal Express (Fed Ex), UPS, DHL, Laser, Action, 

Purolater, etc.) as follows: 



United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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Some correspondence may be submitted electronically. See the Office's Internet 
Web site http://www.uspto.gov for additional information. 

Or faxed to: (703) 872-9306 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Knox Building 
501 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to customer service whose telephone number is (571) 



272-2600. 



Michael R Shannon 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2614 



Michael R Shannon 
June 8, 2005 




JOHN MILLER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



